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Maz Jobrani was born in Iran, and relocated to Tiburon in the San Francisco Bay area after his family was forced to
flee during the revolution. He went on to receive a B.A. degree from UC Berkeley, and chose to further his 
education by enrolling in UCLA’s Ph.D. program, until he decided to change course to pursue his calling 
in “showbiz.” 

Jobrani starred as the title character in the award-winning indie comedy, JIMMY VESTVOOD: AMERIKAN HERO, a
feature which he co-wrote and co-produced, and is now available on all major streaming platforms. He’s graced the
silver screen in such feature films as Sydney Pollack's THE INTERPRETER, Disney's DESCENDANTS and Ice Cube's
FRIDAY AFTER NEXT. Jobrani’s original standup special IMMIGRANT was filmed at the prestigious Kennedy Center
and is currently available on NETFLIX. He’s also released three additional solo specials on SHOWTIME including:
BROWN AND FRIENDLY, I COME IN PEACE, and I’M NOT A TERRORIST, BUT I’VE PLAYED ONE ON TV. 

Most recently Jobrani was seen in the feature film, A SIMPLE WEDDING, (from the producers of My Big Fat Greek
Wedding) opposite Rita Wilson, as well as HULU’s TASTE THE NATION, opposite Padma Lakshmi. Other credits
include the loveable “Fawz” on the CBS comedy SUPERIOR DONUTS; GREY’S ANATOMY; CURB YOUR ENTHUSIASM;
THE DETOUR; LAST MAN STANDING; and SHAMELESS.  

Jobrani additionally served as executive producer for EVERYTHING MUST CHANGE, a documentary about his late
sister Mariam Jobrani, and her battle with breast cancer, which is currently available on iTunes.  

No stranger to the comedy circuit, Jobrani was a founding member of THE AXIS OF EVIL comedy tour, which aired on
Comedy Central. He is a regular panelist on NPR’s WAIT WAIT…DON’T TELL ME! and has given two TED Talks. His LA
Times best-selling book, I’M NOT A TERRORIST, BUT I’VE PLAYED ONE ON TV: Memoirs of a Middle 
Eastern Funny Man, was published by Simon & Schuster.  

In the Spring of 2016, he performed at the White House where he had the privilege of introducing Former First Lady
Michelle Obama. In 2017, Jobrani was asked to give the keynote speech to the graduating class at UC Berkeley, for
which he is an alum. 

He currently hosts his own podcast BACK TO SCHOOL WITH MAZ JOBRANI with the All Things Comedy Network. His
new special PANDEMIC WARRIOR, produced by Jobrani and Mainstay Entertainment, premieres January 28, 2021
on Peacock. 
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MEN’S HEALTH LINK

https://www.winespectator.com/articles/wine-talk-maz-jobranis-wine-routine
https://www.menshealth.com/health/a43603437/maz-jobrani-mental-health-friday-sessions/
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SQUARE MILE LINK

https://www.winespectator.com/articles/wine-talk-maz-jobranis-wine-routine
https://squaremile.com/culture/comedy/maz-jobrani-comedian/
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MR FEEL GOOD

https://mrfeelgood.com/articles/maz-jobrani-standing-up-for-freedom-in-iran
https://www.winespectator.com/articles/wine-talk-maz-jobranis-wine-routine


LINK
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MR FEEL GOOD

https://mrfeelgood.com/articles/five-comedians-fighting-for-social-justice
https://www.winespectator.com/articles/wine-talk-maz-jobranis-wine-routine
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LA CONFIDENTIAL

https://laconfidentialmag.com/maz-jobrani-interview
https://www.winespectator.com/articles/wine-talk-maz-jobranis-wine-routine
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WINE SPECTATOR

https://www.winespectator.com/articles/wine-talk-maz-jobranis-wine-routine
https://www.winespectator.com/articles/wine-talk-maz-jobranis-wine-routine
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FLAUNT

https://flaunt.com/content/maz-jobrani
https://flaunt.com/content/maz-jobrani
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https://wired.me/culture/maz-jobrani-psychologist-laughter-therapy/
https://wired.me/culture/maz-jobrani-psychologist-laughter-therapy/
https://wired.me/culture/maz-jobrani-psychologist-laughter-therapy/


LA PALME MAGAZINE LINK

MAZ JOBRANI | PRESS KIT

https://lapalmemagazine.com/2021/05/maz-jobrani/
https://lapalmemagazine.com/2021/05/maz-jobrani/
https://lapalmemagazine.com/2021/05/maz-jobrani/
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https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-iran-middle-east-entertainment-lifestyle-cf7a287a4299760c7c982b354b2518a4
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-iran-middle-east-entertainment-lifestyle-cf7a287a4299760c7c982b354b2518a4
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-iran-middle-east-entertainment-lifestyle-cf7a287a4299760c7c982b354b2518a4
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https://insidefitnessmag.com/2021/05/04/catching-up-with-maz-jobrani/
https://insidefitnessmag.com/2021/05/04/catching-up-with-maz-jobrani/
https://insidefitnessmag.com/2021/05/04/catching-up-with-maz-jobrani/
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https://newyorkmoves.com/celeb-profile/maz-jobrani/
https://newyorkmoves.com/celeb-profile/maz-jobrani/
https://newyorkmoves.com/celeb-profile/maz-jobrani/
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https://www.tvinsider.com/982261/maz-jobrani-pandemic-warrior-comedy-special-shooting-in-dubai/
https://www.tvinsider.com/982261/maz-jobrani-pandemic-warrior-comedy-special-shooting-in-dubai/
https://www.tvinsider.com/982261/maz-jobrani-pandemic-warrior-comedy-special-shooting-in-dubai/
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LINK

https://deadline.com/2021/01/peacock-comedy-special-maz-jobrani-1234664663/


BRITISH THOUGHTS
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LINK

https://www.britishthoughts.uk/maz-jobrani/


July 2, 10:00pm, 
via Zoom from his
house in Los Angeles

ESQ:

MJ:

ESQ: That’s awesome.
So it has been a super
productive time for you?

ESQ: What is the normal
process of releasing a
‘comedy special’?

ESQUIRE: Maz, tell us, 
is it a tough time to be a
comedian at the moment?

ESQ: Are the crowds in
the Middle East much
different from where
you live in the US?

ESQ: Does telling the
same jokes over and over
for a year get exhausting?

ESQ: Speaking of comedy
specials, you have a new
one ready to drop, aptly 
called Pandemic Warrior. 
Tell us about it? 

 What is a pet hate 
of yours?

ESQ: Does an audience’s
diversity make things
more of a challenge? Say
for example you’re not
sure they will all get the
same reference points.

MJ: A special is a filmed
version of your stand-up
set. So my life is basically
getting up on stage around
five times a week to do 

MJ: My productivity has
been interesting one. 
I am very easily distracted
as a person, so I find that 
I work better with other
people. The other day 
a friend of mine was
encouraging me to start
writing a screenplay that I’d
been talking about for ages,
but I kept coming up with
excuses as to why it wasn’t
‘the right time’. He told 
me to stop worrying about 
it being perfect. He said
‘perfection is the enemy of
good’ and that is so true.

Maz Jobrani: You know, 
it is actually been okay,
considering all that is 
going on in the world. 
ESQ: How so?
MJ: There’s so much 
material coming out of the 
lockdown situation that I’ve 
been able to do couple of 
standup gigs via Zoom, and 
I’ve also started a talk show 
called ‘Maz In The House’, 
where I bring on a few 
guests, do some jokes and 
riff on what’s going on in 
my life or on the news to a 
live audience of 150 people. 
There is so much going on 
that if I had the capacity to 
film it all in higher quality, 
I reckon I could release two 
or three comedy specials 
this year alone! 

MJ: Last December I was
doing a tour in the Middle
East and while in Dubai 
I filmed a special of my
show ‘Peaceful Warrior’.
We started editing it 
in early 2020 but then
suddenly everything
stopped because of the
Coronavirus. Following 
the shows I was doing 
on Zoom, we ended up
reworking the Peaceful
Warrior show and adding
some elements from me
doing stand-up at my house
on Zoom—the way I was
been doing it during the
pandemic, so it felt apt to
change the name.

stand-up, which also
allows me to work on new
jokes. 
I do this for about a year
or two, until I have around
an hour’s worth of
material— then I’ll film it,
release it as a special and
start the cycle all over
again.

MJ: Not really, as 
you are continuously
experimenting with new
ways of delivering it so you
can get the most laughs. 
The trouble is as soon as 
you do a joke on TV then 
the joke is done and you
have to retire it. It’s funny
because if you compare
comedians to rockstars, the
fans want the rockstar to
play their old stuff, whereas
with comedians a joke is at
its funniest the first time
you hear so you have to 
keep writing new material. 

MJ: My crowds always 
tend to be pretty diverse, 
but the ones in places like
Dubai are even more so. 
I’ve been lucky to witness
the evolution of comedy 
in the Middle East. I first
toured in the region in 
2007 with a bunch of other
Arab-American comedians
as part of the Axis Of Evil
Comedy Tour. It was the 
first time that a group 
of Arab-Americans did
standup in the region and,
in fact, there really wasn’t
much standup culture at
all. It has been great
watching the audiences
grow and learn about the
art form.
Arab men tend to be 
very macho, so if you start
kidding around with them
they used to get offended
easily. Whereas now, there 
is a much more
widespread understanding
that it is all just a joke. The
promoters always used to
meet us at 
the airport in Kuwait or the
UAE and say to us ‘no sex, 
no religion, no politics!’…
except for Lebanon, they
would say ‘more sex, more
religion, more politics’!

It feels like things have 

evolved because now, 
we don’t get that same
warning as before, but it is
still important to respect
culture. Ultimately, today,
the audiences are more
understanding and savvy.

 I hate it when people
introduce me as an ‘Iranian’
comedian. I am a comedian,
who happens to be Iranian-
American. I pride myself 
on jokes that you can
understand regardless of
where you happen to be
from, so why does it matter
where I’m from?
It’s like the TV show, 
Ramy. You don’t have to 
be an Egyptian-American
male to get it. It is a great
show about a young guy in
New York City, regardless of
the nationality of the main
character. You don’t have to
look like the person who is
on stage to get what they are
saying, and I’m finding that
more and more with stand
up these days for sure. 

MJ: One of the things I 
love about stand up is the
boarder-crossing potential
of it. It’s amazing to see how
much in common everyone
in the world has. When I
complain about my kids on
stage, other people relate 
to it; when I talk about my
parents, other people relate;
when I talk about being
discriminated against, 
other people can relate.
Performing to a mixed
crowd like in the UAE is 
one of my favourite things
for that very reason.

Pandemic Warrior

on Netflix now

 is out 

 
“The main difference between a
comedian and a rockstar is that 
fans want to hear rockstars play
their old stuff. The funniest a joke
will ever be is the first time you
hear it, so you have to constantly
come up with new ones.”
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E S Q & A

PANDEMIC

WARRIOR
M A Z  J O B R A N I

INTERVIEWED BY MATTHEW BAXTER -PRIEST

Amid a worldwide health crisis and a political civil rights movement, stand-up comedian

still believes in the global healing power of comedy

ESQUIRE MIDDLE EAST

MAZ JOBRANI | PRESS KIT

LINK

https://www.esquireme.com/content/47940-pandemic-warrior-maz-jobrani-on-the-healing-power-of-comedy


PEOPLE

151MIAMI LIVING 

I 
only recently discovered Maz Jobrani 
(while watching CBS’ Superior 

Donuts, which sadly, only aired for 
two entertaining seasons —2017-2018.)
and the breadth of his talent. I did my
research, watched his Netflix special,
Immigrant and found that, not only is 
he funny, he is quite accomplished. In
entertainment for over twenty years, Maz
has done stand-up specials for Comedy
Central, Showtime, Netflix...; appeared 
in TV shows (Curb Your Enthusiasm,
Shameless, Last Man Standing) and films
(Friday After Next, The Interpreter), is
helming his second podcast, and penned
the book, I’m Not a Terrorist, But I’ve
Played One on TV: Memoirs of a Middle
Eastern Funny Man.

It’s late November when I meet up with 
Maz at The New York EDITION hotel. The
place is packed to the brim with people
imbibing after-work libations. “I’ll hold it
like that so you can hear,” Maz offers as 
he takes my phone, which I’m using to
record our interview, and holds it up to 
his mouth. “Here, you go ahead, ask the
questions.”

Presently, Maz is on his Peaceful 
Warrior comedy tour, which he has taken
all over the U.S., as well as to Europe,
Australia, and the Middle East, where he
recently shot a special in Dubai. “The
reason I call it the Peaceful Warrior tour 
is because if you look at the Immigrant
special, I talk about my kids, but then I 
talk about politics, about Trump —that
was recorded in early 2017, shortly after
he became President, at the Kennedy
Center in [Washington,] D.C. Obviously,
the people in D.C. tend to be pretty 
liberal. During the election, people 
were still letting you do the Trump jokes
without getting too agitated, but quickly
after the election, some people got
offended at Trump jokes and they need 
to be reminded that in America, we can
make fun of our President, whether he’s 
a Democrat or a Republican,” he says
lightheartedly. 

He recalls a few shows where he 
offended members of his audience.
“Rather than yelling back, I said, ‘That’s
fantastic, you can have your own opinion.
That’s the beauty of America. We can 
have opinions!’ So I’m trying to deal with
anybody that comes at me aggressively 

from the audience when they get 
offended by political jokes, in a very
peaceful way. Continue to still make my
points... continue to be a warrior, but in a
peaceful way.” 

Maz has always appreciated 
meaningful comedy. “I actually said, 
‘What point is art, if it’s not saying
something?’ My first comedy hero was
Eddie Murphy, and he wasn’t political, 
but he was a rockstar when I was a kid. 
But when I really started getting into it, I
started listening a little bit more to what
Richard Pryor was doing, George Carlin,
and then later, things like The Daily Show.
I’ve always liked it if somebody can have
something that they’re doing, but also
have a political message in it… If I can
come up with jokes that have a message
or if I can bring up an item, let’s say my
audience might not be aware of, then I 
feel like my jokes are more, I don’t want 
to say effective, but I prefer those types 
of jokes.” 

The Iranian-American (Maz was 
born in Tehran, Iran and raised in the 
San Francisco Bay area) comedian is
passionate about using his platform to
create awareness, but wants to make it
clear that he doesn’t represent anyone,
but himself. At the time of our interview,
an increase in the price of gasoline had
caused protests in Iran, which then
resulted in their government shutting
down the internet across the whole
country. Maz shared that he had been
using hashtags and doing a lot of social
media posts to try and get the American
press to talk about the Iran protests more
as there wasn’t much coverage. “Iran is 
a very complicated place, ’cause there’s
people that want America to get involved
and they want them to overthrow the
government, the government of Iran is
corrupt. But a lot of Iranians don’t want a
war, so it’s a very complicated issue. You
gotta kinda tread lightly. Some people
message me: ‘You’re not saying enough
about this.’ And I’ll say something. ‘You’re
saying too much. You’re a comedian, stick
to comedy,’” he says, shaking his head. 

Maz tries to tune out the negativity 
and not read the comments on social
media. “As a person who is a creator, 
I can’t be too worried about these 
opinions, unless something happens 

What would fans be
surprised to find out
about you? 

“That I’m really not that
funny in normal, day-to-day 

life. I love comedy, but I 
can be pretty serious, even
shy at times, especially at
parties, when I don’t know
people. I’ve reflected upon
it. There’s some people that
are comedians and they’re
larger than life and they 
get into an environment 
and they feel they have 
to put it on. If I’m in an
environment where I don’t
know people, I’m like, ‘Let
me go sit in the corner 
and look at my phone until
somebody I know shows up.’
I’ve actually had people at
charity events bid to have
me come to their homes 
for dinner and they’ve paid 
a lot of money, they’re rich
people anyway, but they 
paid $10,000 for me to 
show up at dinner. I think
they thought I was going to
show up and be like, Don
Rickles, busting everybody’s
balls… I don’t have a lot of
street jokes, ’cause there’s 
a difference between
stand-up and street jokes. 
A lot of times, people see
you do stand-up in front 
of a crowd and you’re on 
and everything’s great. So
they’re like, he’s going to
come to our house and be
like that... This happened a
few times, where I showed
up and I think they were
underwhelmed. I don’t 
know if they wanted their
money back, but the charity
got the money, so take one
for the team.”

 MazJobraniW O R D S  B Y  V A N E S S A  P A S C A L E
P H O T O G R A P H Y :  S T O R M  S A N T O S

G R O O M I N G :  A N G I E  M I K A E L I A N

150 STYLING: LAUREN TAYLORMIAMI LIVING

The hilarious peaceful warrior is all
about comedy with a message

MIAMI LIVING
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LINK

https://www.miamilivingmagazine.com/post/maz-jobrani-interview
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LINK

https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/comedian-maz-jobrani-on-trump-election-volunteering-and-getting-back-to-touring
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LINK

https://chefirvine.com/magazine/a-conversation-with-maz-jobrani
https://chefirvine.com/magazine/a-conversation-with-maz-jobrani
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LINK

https://www.survivornet.com/articles/comedian-maz-jobrani-who-lost-sister-to-breast-cancer-shares-how-he-stays-positive-in-uncertain-times/


ROLL CALL
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LINK

https://www.rollcall.com/2020/01/28/how-maz-jobrani-deals-with-hecklers/


THE WRAP
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LINK

https://www.thewrap.com/hollywood-producers-on-how-to-build-inclusion-from-within-the-audience-is-vast-and-diverse-video/
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LINK

https://www.swaggermagazine.com/home/features/cover-story/maz-jobrani-practicing-comedy-amid-covid-and-confronting-seriously-political-issues/
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