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Maz Jobrani was born in Iran, and relocated to Tiburon in the San Francisco Bay area after his family was forced to
flee during the revolution. He went on to receive a B.A. degree from UC Berkeley, and chose to further his
education by enrolling in UCLA’s Ph.D. program, until he decided to change course to pursue his calling

in “showbiz.”

Jobrani starred as the title character in the award-winning indie comedy, JIMMY VESTVOOD: AMERIKAN HERO, a
feature which he co-wrote and co-produced, and is now available on all major streaming platforms. He’s graced the
silver screen in such feature films as Sydney Pollack's THE INTERPRETER, Disney's DESCENDANTS and Ice Cube's
FRIDAY AFTER NEXT. Jobrani’s original standup special IMMIGRANT was filmed at the prestigious Kennedy Center
and is currently available on NETFLIX. He’s also released three additional solo specials on SHOWTIME including:
BROWN AND FRIENDLY, I COME IN PEACE, and I'M NOT A TERRORIST, BUT I’'VE PLAYED ONE ON TV.

Most recently Jobrani was seen in the feature film, A SIMPLE WEDDING, (from the producers of My Big Fat Greek
Wedding) opposite Rita Wilson, as well as HULU’s TASTE THE NATION, opposite Padma Lakshmi. Other credits
include the loveable “Fawz” on the CBS comedy SUPERIOR DONUTS; GREY’S ANATOMY; CURB YOUR ENTHUSIASM,;
THE DETOUR; LAST MAN STANDING; and SHAMELESS.

Jobrani additionally served as executive producer for EVERYTHING MUST CHANGE, a documentary about his late
sister Mariam Jobrani, and her battle with breast cancer, which is currently available on iTunes.

No stranger to the comedy circuit, Jobrani was a founding member of THE AXIS OF EVIL comedy tour, which aired on
Comedy Central. He is a regular panelist on NPR’s WAIT WAIT...DON’T TELL ME! and has given two TED Talks. His LA
Times best-selling book, I'M NOT A TERRORIST, BUT I'VE PLAYED ONE ON TV: Memoirs of a Middle

Eastern Funny Man, was published by Simon & Schuster.

In the Spring of 2016, he performed at the White House where he had the privilege of introducing Former First Lady
Michelle Obama. In 2017, Jobrani was asked to give the keynote speech to the graduating class at UC Berkeley, for
which he is an alum.

He currently hosts his own podcast BACK TO SCHOOL WITH MAZ JOBRANI with the All Things Comedy Network. His
new special PANDEMIC WARRIOR, produced by Jobrani and Mainstay Entertainment, premieres January 28, 2021
on Peacock.
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MEN’S HEALTH

How Comedian Maz Jobrani Reframed His Mental Health

Loss helped him be more present in life.

BY KATIE DUPERE PUBLISHED: APR 14, 2023

[l SAVE ARTICLE

If Maz Jobrani is good at one thing, it's making people laugh. The

comedian, actor, and podcaster is a household name in comedy, touring
the country and starring in specials like his recent YouTube special The

Birds & The Bees. While you may know Jobrani as a funny man, you may

not know him as a man grappling with his own mortality and mental

health. But that’s about to change. MAZ JOBRANI | PRESS KIT


https://www.winespectator.com/articles/wine-talk-maz-jobranis-wine-routine
https://www.menshealth.com/health/a43603437/maz-jobrani-mental-health-friday-sessions/

SQUARE MILE

Maz Jobrani: “Do it now or don’t do it!”

His parents wanted him to be a lawyer, doctor, or an engineer. But from an early age, Maz Jobrani had other ideas - he wanted to be a
comedian. Here are the moments that have defined his career
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Maz Jobrani // & : Reto Sterchi

Five Comedians Fighting
for Social Justice

These sharp-witted stars are blending comedy and activism to cut
through with their vital message.

MARCH 24, 2023 - COMEDY
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LA CONFIDENTIAL

Inside Maz Jobrani's Comic Evolution

By: Haley Bosselman | March 31, 2023 | Culture People Feature

Maz Jobrani wants his daughter to be a D).

“She loves music, she memorizes every lyric, she's got a good ear for it,” the comedian explains to Los
Angeles Confidential.

Jobrani isn't exactly pushing for a DJ career, but thinks she should at least give it a try (he's currently
hired her to come up with a few mixes). His encouragement comes from his belief that if you're lucky

enough to find what you love to do, do it.
He pushed the same sentiment a few years ago when giving the commencement speech at his alma

mater, UC Berkeley. “Don't listen to your parents,” he recalls saying. “They don't know what they're
talking about. Go find what you love and do it."

MAZ JOBRANI | PRESS KIT
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Wine Talk: Maz Jobrani's Wine Routine

The Iranian-American comedian talks about growing up in wine country, comedic wine rituals and his deep connection
with Napa's Darioush Winery
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MALZ JOBRANI | “PANDEMIC
WARRIOR,” TOURING, HIS HIT
§ PODCAST & HIS MESSAGE FOR BAZ
LUHRMANN

BY SHIRLEY JU
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|s laughter therapy a joke?
A comic, psychologist, and yogi weigh in

Iranian-American stand-up Maz Jobrani may not be a doctor, but his job involves giving his
audience the best kind of medicine.
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Politics still pack a punch(line) for Iranian-
® &) American comic
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Catching Up with Maz Jobrani

By Inside Fitness - May 4, 2021
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Maz Jobrani on His ‘Pandemic Warrior’
Comedy Special & Shooting in Dubai

Scott Fishman

JANUARY 27, 10:00 AM 1T COMMENT
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In today’s ever-evolving, and often-tumultuous, social and political landscope of
America, Maz Jobrani, 48, boldly stays his own course — with refreshingly frank
political humor, an ability to adapt to life’s curveballs, and a little time away from
technology. The Iranian-American comedian and actor cemented himself as a
household name in 2007 with his boundary-breaking comedy group and inter-
national tour: the Axis of Evil Comedy Tour. Repurposing and reclaiming a term
originally intended to stoke up fear and create separation, he used his sense

of humer to make the immigrant experience universal and touchingly relatable.

But he wasn't always on the course towards a career in the spotlight.

CIVILIAN MAGAZINE|3]
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orn in Tehran, Iran, Jobrani and his family immigrated to California when he
was just 6 years old. Expected to me is parents C h acareerasad

or lawyer, he went to

slowly buts
be on st
ward the life he wanted for himself.
ind you can't live for your parents, or for anybody
else, you've got to pursue your dream. So when |

dream of being a comedian and : " he adds.
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And that wasn't the only time he'd forge his own path in
the face of criticism. To Jobrani, infusing politics into his
comedy is less of a courageous career choice, and more

of an inevitabili

Combining his interest in social and
political issues with performing and making people laugh,
he has found his niche in that space. “I love it if I'm able to
do comedy and also have a message,” he shares. “1 feel that
it’s raising my comedy to another level.”

But despite bringing such a lovability to the stage and

the screen, he's found that his jokes might not be for
everyone, especially in the divided and politically-charged
environment of today. Jobrani's work is, atits heart, a

true expression of himself — and for the most part, he's

unconcerned. “Ultimately, I don't necessarily set out to

write my comedy with the reaction of the fans in mind,
other than hoping that they laugh,” he says. “It's about
self-expression, it's about having a point of view."” Although
he tends to unabashedly comment on some pretty serious
subject matter, Jobrani challenges himselfto conclude on a
lighthearted note (“I think as long as you're ending it with a

punchline, you're still in the comedy game”)

Still packing a punchline, Jobrani has spent his recent
days tackling the world of online and socially-distanced
performance. With a global lockdown in March, the stand-
up comedy industry has been forced to evolve, and Jobrani
has found a way to adapt, bringing his signature freshness
and pluck to the Zoom screen. However, in aworld that
becomes increasingly digital, he prioritizes spending
plenty of time away from devices and screens to prevent
“virtual burnout.” In fact, that's Jobrani's most important
piece of advice to humankind in our collective recovery
and reinvention of society once the pandemic dust settles.
Social media has a tendency (and an algorithm) to turn
into an echo chamber for like-minded people, and it’s been
detrimental to our politics and our society. Jobrani aims to
change that and to get people more active in their search
for truth. “Get off your phone, try to research stuff before
forwarding it, and if you can, go out and be in nature,” he

says.

Pt
Editor

her & Videographer: Haldane Morris

Ziko Watanabe

Special thanks to EPK Media

(@

pk & @epkmedia - epkmedia.com)

ITHINKAS LONG AS YOU'RE
ENDING IT WITH A PUNCHLINE,
YOU'RE STILL IN THE COMEDY
GAME.
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Peacock Sets Comedy Special From Maz Jobrani

By Peter White [+,
January 4, 2021 2:10pm

3
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Courtesy of Maz Jobrani / Peacock

EXCLUSIVE: NBCU streamer Peacock is growing its slate of stand-up specials with a
new laugher from A Simple Wedding and Superior Donuts actor Maz Jobrani.

The comedian is bringing his Pandemic Warrior special to the service exclusively

from January 28. MAZ JOBRANI | PRESS KIT
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BRITISH THOUGHTS
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How Comedy Brings People
Together : Maz Jobrani

#LockdownComedy

o Maz Jobrani was born in Iran, and relocated to Tiburon in the San Francisco Bay area after

e his family was forced to flee during the revolution. He went on to receive a B.A. degree

_ from UC Berkeley, and chose to further his education by enrolling in UCLA's PH.D.

.:/@> program, when he decided to change course to pursue his calling in “showbiz"Most

- recently Jobrani was seen opposite Rita Wilson in the indie feature “A Simple Wedding'

[ (from the producers of My Big, Fat, Greek Wedding), and portrayed the loveable “Fawz" on
the CBS comedy SUPERIOR DONUTS as a series regular. He has additionally frequented

e on television's most popular shows such as GREY'S ANATOMY, CURBE YOUR
ENTHUSIASM, THE DETOUR, LAST MAN STANDING, and SHAMELESS Jobrani starred as

o the title character in the award-winning indie comedy, JIMMY VESTVOOD: AMERIKAN
HERQ, a feature which he co-wrote and co-produced and is now available on all major

o streaming platforms. He's graced the silver screen in such feature films as Sydney
Pollack’s THE INTERPRETER, Disney's DESCENDANTS and Ice Cube’s FRIDAY AFTER
NEXT. His original standup special IMMIGRANT, was filmed at the prestigious Kennedy
Center and is currently streaming on NETFLIX. He's also released 3 additional solo
specials on SHOWTIME including: BROWN AND FRIENDLY, | COME IN PEACE, and I'M
NOT A TERRORIST, BUT I'VE PLAYED ONE ON TV. Moving beyond the spotlight, Jobrani
served as executive producer for EVERYTHING MUST CHANGE, a documentary about his
late sister’s battle with breast cancer which is currently available on iTunes.In the Spring
of 2016, he performed at the White House where he had the privilege of introducing
Former First Lady, Michelle Obama. In 2017, Jobrani was asked to give the keynote speech
to the graduating class at UC Berkeley, for which he is an alum.No stranger to the comedy
circuit, Jobrani was a founding member of THE AXIS OF EVIL comedy tour, which aired
on Comedy Central. He is a regular panelist on NPR's WAIT WAIT DONT TELL ME and has
given 2 TED Talks. His LA Times Best Selling Book, I'M NOT A TERRORIST BUT I'VE
PLAYED ONE ON TV, was published by Simon & Schuster. He's also given two TED Talks ,
2 TED TALKSJobrani currently hosts his own podcast Back to School with Maz Jobrani
with the All Things Comedy Network on his website, and is currently on tour with his
Peaceful Warrior Tour (tickets and tour dates available at MazJobrani.com).You can
additionally catch him bringing viewers a daily dose of laughs with #LockdownComedy

on his Instagram platform.
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ESQ&A

PANDEMIC

Amid a worldwide health crisis and a political civil rights movement, stand-up comedian
still believes in the global healing power of comedy

WARRIOR

MAZJOB}A/NI

/

INTERVIEWED BY MATTHEW BA

1.6/ SERTEMBER 2020
esqUireme/com

PHOTOGRAPHY BY STORM SANTOS, GROOMING BY ANGIE MIKAELIAN FOR EXCLUSIVE ARTISTS, AND STYLING BY LAUREN TAYLOR

July 2,10:00pm,

via Zoom from his

house in Los Angeles
ESQUIRE: Maz, tell us,

is it a tough time to be a
comedian at the moment?
Maz Jobrani: You kno
it is actually been okay,
considering all that is

going on in the world.

ESQ: How so?

MJ: There’s so much
material coming out of the
lockdown situation that I've
been able to do couple of
standup gigs via Zoom, and
I've also started a talk show
called ‘Maz In The House’,
where I bring on a few
guests, do some jokes and
riff on what’s going on in

my life or on the news to a
live audience of 150 people.
There is so much going on
that if I had the capacity to
film it allin higher quality,
Ireckon I could release two
or three comedy specials
this year alone!

ESQ: That's awesome.
So it has been a super
productive time for you?

MJ: My productivity has
been interesting one.

T am very easily distracted
as a person, so I find that

I work better with other
people. The other day

a friend of mine was
encouraging me to start
writing a screenplay that I'd
been talking about for ages,
but I kept coming up with
excuses as to why it wasn’t
‘the right time’. He told

me to stop worrying about
it being perfect. He said
‘perfection is the enemy of
good’ and that is so true.

ESQ: What is the normal
process of releasing a
‘comedy special?

MJ: A special is a filmed
version of your stand-up
set. So my life is basically
getting up on stage around
five times a week to do

ESQ&A

stand-up, which also
allows me to work on new
jokes.

I do this for about a year
or two, until I have around
an hour’s worth of
material— then I'll film it,
release it as a special and

?gﬁﬁ%&é’ HaMPYRE

£
ggme‘jokes over and over
for a year get exhausting?

M3J: Not really, as

you are continuously
experimenting with new
ways of delivering it so you
can get the most laughs.
The trouble is as soon as
you do a joke on TV then
the joke is done and you
have to retire it. It’s funny
because if you compare
comedians to rockstars, the
fans want the rockstar to
play their old stuff, whereas
with comedians a joke is at
its funniest the first time
you hear so you have to
keep writing new material.

ESQ: Speaking of comedy
specials, you have a new
one ready to drop, aptly
called Pandemic Warrior.
Tell us about it?

MJ: Last December I was
doing a tour in the Middle
East and while in Dubai

I filmed a special of my
show ‘Peaceful Warrior’.
We started editing it

in early 2020 but then
suddenly everything
stopped because of the
Coronavirus. Following
the shows I was doing
on Zoom, we ended up
reworking the Peaceful
Warrior show and adding
some elements from me
doing stand-up at my house
on Zoom—the way I was
been doing it during the
pandemic, so it felt apt to
change the name.

ESQ: Are the crowds in
the Middle East much
different from where
you live in the US?

“The main difference betweena
comedianandarodstaristhat
fanswantto hear rockstars play
their old stuff. The funniestajoke
willever beisthefirstimeyou
hearit, soyou haveto constantly
comeupwith newones.”

M3J: My crowds always
tend to be pretty diverse,
but the ones in places like
Dubai are even more so.
T've been lucky to witness
the evolution of comedy
in the Middle East. I first
toured in the region in
2007 with a bunch of other
Arab-American comedians
as part of the Axis Of Evil
Comedy Tour. It was the
first time that a group
of Arab-Americans did
standup in the region and,
in fact, there really wasn’t
much standup culture at
all. It has been great
watching the audiences
grow and learn about the
art form.
Arab men tend to be
very macho, so if you start
kidding around with them
they used to get offended
easily. Whereas now, there
is a much more
widespread understanding
thatitis all just a joke. The
promoters always used to
meet us at
the airport in Kuwait or the
UAE and say to us ‘no sex,
no religion, no politics!’...
except for Lebanon, they
would say ‘more sex, more
religion, more politics’!

It feels like things have

evolved because now,

we don’t get that same
warning as before, but it is
still important to respect
culture. Ultimately, today,
the audiences are more
understanding and savvy.

ESQ: Does an audience’s
diversity make things
more of a challenge? Say
for example you're not
sure they will all get the
same reference points.

M3J: One of the things I

love about stand up is the
boarder-crossing potential
of it. It's amazing to see how
much in common everyone
in the world has. When I
complain about my kids on
stage, other people relate
to it; when I talk about my
parents, other people relate;
when I talk about being
discriminated against,

other people can relate.
Performing to a mixed
crowd like in the UAE is

one of my favourite things
for that very reason.

ESQVhat is a pet hate

of yours?

MIT hate it when people
introduce me as an ‘Iranian’
comedian. I am a comedian,
who happens to be Iranian-
American. I pride myself

on jokes that you can
understand regardless of
where you happen to be
from, so why does it matter
where I'm from?

It’s like the TV show,

Ramy. You don’t have to

be an Egyptian-American
male to get it. It is a great
show about a young guy in
New York City, regardless of
the nationality of the main
character. You don’t have to
look like the person who is
on stage to get what they are
saying, and I'm finding that
more and more with stand
up these days for sure.

(=]

Pandemic Warrior  is out
on Netflix now

SEPTEMBER 2020 17
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MIAMI LIVING

anly recently discovered Maz Jobrani
(while watching CBS’ Superior

Donuts, which sadly, only aired for
two entertaining seasons —2017-2018.)
and the breadth of his talent. I did my
research, watched his Netflix special,
Immigrant and found that, not only is
he funny, he is quite accomplished. In
entertainment for over twenty years, Maz
has done stand-up specials for Comedy
Central, Showtime, Netflix...; appeared
in TV shows (Curb Your Enthusiasm,
Shameless, Last Man Standing) and films
(Friday After Next, The Interpreter), is
helming his second podcast, and penned
the book, I'm Not a Terrorist, But I've
Played One on TV: Memoirs of a Middle
Eastern Funny Man.

It’s late November when I meet up with
Maz at The New York EDITION hotel. The
place is packed to the brim with people
imbibing after-work libations. “I’ll hold it
like that so you can hear,” Maz offers as
he takes my phone, which I'm using to
record our interview, and holds it up to
his mouth. “Here, you go ahead, ask the
questions.”

Presently, Maz is on his Peaceful
Warrior comedy tour, which he has taken
all over the U.S., as well as to Europe,
Australia, and the Middle East, where he
recently shot a special in Dubai. “The
reason I call it the Peaceful Warrior tour
is because if you look at the Immigrant
special, I talk about my kids, but then I
talk about politics, about Trump —that
was recorded in early 2017, shortly after
“e became Pre e~ :he Kenne~

aterin[Was  ,.on,]D.C.Obv' .y,

people in . tend to be pr
ral. Durin e election, pe 3

srestilllet  jyoudotheTru  jokes
without get |, too agitated, bur Y
after the el....on, some people got
offended at Trump jokes and they need
to be reminded that in America, we can
make fun of our President, whether he’s
a Democrat or a Republican,” he says
lightheartedly.

He recalls a few shows where he
offended members of his audience.
“Rather than yelling back, I said, ‘That’s
fantastic, you can have your own opinion.
That’s the beauty of America. We can
have opinions!” So I'm trying to deal with
anybody that comes at me aggressively

from the audience when they get
offended by political jokes, in a very
peaceful way. Continue to still make my
points... continue to be a warrior, but in a
peaceful way.”

Maz has always appreciated

meaningful comedy. “I actually said,
‘What point is art, if it’s not saying
something?’ My first comedy hero was
Eddie Murphy, and he wasn’t political,
but he was a rockstar when I was a kid.
But when I really started getting into it, I
started listening a little bit more to what
Richard Pryor was doing, George Carlin,
and then later, things like The Daily Show.
T've always liked it if somebody can have
something that they’re doing, but also
have a political message in it... If I can
come up with jokes that have a message
or if I can bring up an item, let’s say my
audience might not be aware of, then I
feel like my jokes are more, I don’t want
to say effective, but I prefer those types
of jokes.”

The Iranian-American (Maz was

born in Tehran, Iran and raised in the
San Francisco Bay area) comedian is
passionate about using his platform to
create awareness, but wants to make it
clear that he doesn’t represent anyone,
but himself. At the time of our interview,
an increase in the price of gasoline had
caused protests in Iran, which then
resulted in their government shutting
down the internet across the whole
country. Maz shared that he had been
using hashtags and doing a lot of social

~er poststotry J- ~rican
L .0 talk abou 1ran prou more
as rewasn’tnm icoverage.' nis

a' jcomplicat >lace,’cause  2re’s
r lethatwar mericatoge /olved
theywantt ntooverthrc .he
svvernment, the sovernment . ..anis
corrupt. But a lot of Iranians don’t want a
war, so it’s a very complicated issue. You
gotta kinda tread lightly. Some people
message me: ‘You're not saying enough
about this.” And I'll say something. ‘You're
saying too much. You’re a comedian, stick
to comedy,”” he says, shaking his head.

Maz tries to tune out the negativity
and not read the comments on social
media. “As a person who is a creator,
I can’t be too worried about these
opinions, unless something happens

LINK

PEOPLE

“That I'm really not that
funny in normal, day-to-day
life. I love comedy, but I
can be pretty serious, even
shy at times, especially at
parties, when I don’t know
people. I've reflected upon
it. There’s some people that
are comedians and they’re
larger than life and they
get into an environment
and they feel they have
to putiton.If I'minan
environment where I don’t
know people, I'm like, ‘Let
me go sit in the corner
and look at my phone until
somebody I know shows up.
T've actually had people at
charity events bid to have
me come to their homes
for dinner and they’ve paid
a lot of money, they’re rich
people anyway, but they
paid $10,000 for me to
show up at dinner. I think
they thought I was going to
show up and be like, Don
Rickles, busting everybody’s
balls... I don’t have a lot of
street jokes, 'cause there’s
a difference between
stand-up and street jokes.
A lot of times, people see
you do stand-up in front
of a crowd and you’re on
and everything’s great. So
they’re like, he’s going to
come to our house and be
like that... This happened a
few times, where I showed
up and I think they were
underwhelmed. I don’t
know if they wanted their
money back, but the charity
got the money, so take one
for the team.”

’
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LINK

PEOQOPLE

ASE MIAMI LIVING

MIAMI LOVE

3 big fan of Miamil 1y ust there this past

PEOFPLE

year ta do

/as interesting errtory doin

where it's an overwhelming response like, “You're doing X,

¥, and £, which is hurting such and such peaple.” atwhich
point. | would probably have my peaple who are close to me
saying, ‘Dude, you gotta take that post down.’ Orwhatever
that s, or "You can't do that joke.”” He finds comfort in
knowing that he's not alone — that people Fre Howard
Stern, David Letterman, and Stephen Colberl experience Lhis
too, I remember one tme, Dawd Letberman, when he had
the Lafe Show with David Lettermman, he did one joke whese
hie said, *Mow, they have Tree Witi in Central Park, which is
greal, because thal means | can Lake my |aptop oul there
during lunch and read all rmy hate mail.” | was like, Oh my
god, haw much hate mail must he get ar a gquy like Stephen
Colbert for expressing their apinions? Sa you can't let those
opinions really alter who yau are and what you're saying. as
long a3 you're true to your beliefs, you'll ke fine,”

n early 2019, Maz geve padcasts another go (his first
podcast was called, Minivan Menp and launched Back mo
School with Mae fobrani. This time around, Maz chose a
therme that allowed for endless toplcs. "My Kids, wha are
B and 11, kepl asking me guestions thal | did nol have the
answers ta, things as simple as Why is the sky lue? How
does rain work? U'm abszys like, 1think | knew, but I'm not
sure, kel me Cooghe it Maz then decided that hewould
much rather bring in the experts —professars. authors.
otc...— to answer these questions. "Every episode starts
with guestions (hat my kids have asked, forwhoever the
guest [s and then we get into it and try to leam something,”
he explaing, Former guests include, writer/producer Reza
Aslan, haskethall player tnes Kanter, and scientist Firouz
Maderi. “it's all over the place, but it's a lot of fun and you
realize there's a kot of interesting people out there.” People
he would Fke to invice onto his show in the future, include
Valerie lasrett, Frank Figliuzzi, Soike Lee, Martin Scorsese,
and Al Pacing.

This month, Maz's latest film. A Simpée Wedding, will be
relegsed in select theaters and avallable on most streamin

ance, | enjoyed

y Interesting

placferms an Valentine®s Day. The indie film, from the
prodducers of My Big, Fat, Greek Wadding, is abaout 2 young,
Iranian American woman who goes to greatlengths to
appease her parents and their need o see her settled down.
And he has two projects In development: a TV show based
an his Fle and an animated series, Me compares the former
Lo ABC's critically acclaimed TV show Black-il, excepl

it's with his family, *I'm lrarian end my wile s Indian..,
aur kids are confused.” he says with 2 smile. "It tha
@ setting of just trying Lo raise kids and also being in the
middle of this divided world thal we're in.” Mag is co-
develapingfco-writing the script with Nastaran Dibai and
has Innathan Gold and lohn Daley — writer{directors of
Heoprible Bosses, Gaime Nigh! = prodoecing it The animated
sefies, which he has teamed up with Courteney Cox an,

is abaut an immigrant family fram a fictional immigrant
courntry that comes to America. “They love Amedca,
America is skeptical about them. it's like The Mimsters. but
whn |'11!'n|:§l3"15-. These things ane 2 long shot, but ac
we're writing something we're really happy with, so fingers
crossed on thet,”

d

I really liked yau in Superior Domats, it's 2 sham
cancelled it TTknow! 1T was 2 Tun show to do. Ag
happy Lo b able Lo, hopefully, domry own Lhing and we'll
se. It"s such a long journey and you really don't know what's
gaing to be the thing. you just keep gaing. 1tell my kids,
thve hardl part of daing what 1 do row is Being away from
the family. So wouring, | love belng on stage but | don't like
getting away from the family, but | do tell them, whatever
you do, you're going to have problems, ssues, there’s going
to be difficulties, but the beauty of itis. | really lave doiing
what | do, 501'm not miserable going 1o my wark, which |
think, [only] 2 small percentage of people In the werld can
actually say. 5o I'm lucky and I'll keep going.”

Keop up with Maz on Twitter and Instageam:
Erdezobian and Bpstf e magiobrand com/,
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Comedian Maz Jobrani on
Trump, Election Volunteering
and Gettlng Back to Touring
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Politically-minded comedians working in the Trump era have found the job fraught

ROBERT IRVINE MAGAZINE

RIMAG INTERVIEW:

MAZ JOBRANI

friends were all different; 1 was
friends with the athletes, | was
friends with the drama club kids,
I was [riends with the stoners,
T've always been friends with ev-
erybody. I also will say that I, asa
kid, when I first came to America
and the hoslage crisis happened,
back then they would call us efl-
ing Iranians and they would bully
you, and so from a young age, I've
always been someone who has al-
ways tried to stand up for the
underdog and always tried to
sce the hypocrisy in anything
coming [rom people in power.
Sa, T do get pretty passion-
ate about the stuff that I see. I
can very specifically point to
the travel ban that happened
and the way that it was im-
plemented and the way that
it affecled people (rom all
the countries that were on
that travel ban. I was getting
emails from people saving,
“Hey, my parents flew in from
the Middle East. ‘Lhey landed,
they had their Visa and they
were coaxed into signing away
their rights and put back on a
plane and sent back to the Mid-
dle East.” I had people telling me
that they had dying relatives that
they had planned to come to see
and they had the Visas and they
were revoked. So it was this hig
mess. [ saw firsthand what was
happening. Something like that
really gets me passionate. It gets
me upset. And so maybe I'll take
to social media and get angry a
little biL. I always ultimately Lry

yourself that way.

All of that led to me trying Lo go
a little deeper onstage. [ wouldn’t
call il anger, but T was jusl lrying
to analyze a little bit as to why
I'm so upset by Trump and his
policies, and | was digging deep-
er aboul Trump and lrying lo
discover my problem with him. 1
will say that that led w a couple
of times getting into arguments
with some of the audience mem-

“There was a time
where at least we
could agree on the

facts. Now we live in
a very strange time...”

bers who were hardcore Trump
supporters. And that’s when I
stepped back and realized, “"Okay,
vou know what? I can't lose
myself to this” And that’s one of
the reasons I called the tour lhe
Peacelul Warrior tour.

Recently at Flappers in Burbank
there was this drunk lady who
started velling at me when I did
my Trump jokes. And I just han-
dled it with a smile. 1 said, “Hevy,
it’s okay. You know, you have your

LINK

(You can see the full clip HERE.)
One of my pet peeves is when
people would say, “You're a co-
median, you shouldn’t be Lalking
about politics.” And I go, “Thats
the most ridiculous thing I've
ever heard.” You know, you're
an accountant, 50 you shouldn’l
talk about politics either, only
politicians should talk about
politics? No, T have an opinion.
I'm expressing my opinion and
my job is to hopefully do it with
laughs.

RI: Is there anything fun-
ny to you about the fact that
we're so sharply divided and
no one listens to each other?
Forget policy: He’s a monster
to one side and the second
coming Lo the other, and
there’s no in between. The ab-
surdity of the time we live in:
is that in itself funny to you?
Maz: I mean, it's absurd. It's
unfortunate because [ was
talking Lo a [riend of mine
about this, about how there was
a lime where at least we could
agree on the facts, and we could
go from there. Now we live in a
very strange time because, I keep
referring to this one, which was
with the whole Pizzagate thing
where il came oul that Hillary
Clinton and Jonathan Podesta
were running a child sex ring in
a pizza restaurant in Washington
DC. Now, just hearing that it’s the
most ridiculous thing I have ever
heard in my entire life. It's so out-
landish and yel there was a group

with more scrutiny than at any other time in memory. Iranian-born comic Maz Jobrani
has found a way to toe the line brilliantly, never resorting to anger or insults and
fighting for his point of view with joy. It’s a tact that's bringing together both sides.

INTERVIEW BY MATT TUTHILL

of the population that believed iL.
S0 when you hear that, you're just

opinion, and I have mine so you
don't have to stay here. It's okay”

Lo be funny, bul at times you're
passionate and you just express
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Comedian Maz Jobrani, Who Lost Sister
to Breast Cancer, Shares How He Stays
Positive In Uncertain Times
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How Maz Jobrani deals with
hecklers

The ‘peaceful warrior’ is blissed out and rising above the f-bombs
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Kalen Allen, Effie Brown, JLove Calderon, William Catlett, Maz Jobrani, Sonari Glinton

Hollywood Producers on How
to Build Inclusion From Within:
‘The Audience Is Vast and R
Diverse’ (Video)
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Getty Images

Los Angeles

Maz Jobrani Host, "Back to School with Maz Jobrani"
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nal: Maz Jobrani: American/Iranian relations 2019 with Becky Anderson (Part 2)

= .a 5 649 OJF A Share =4 Save

p [Mowesmml | |VE ON NBC NEWS NOW: COMEDIAN MAZ JOBRANI

Hallie Jackson NOW - April 5 | NBC News NOW
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165K views 6 months ago #Trump #NBCNews #Indictment

Donald Trump suggests without evidence that the judge overseeing his case "hates him," at least 30 Americans people are at risk of severe weather after tomadoes killed five people in Missouri, Speaker
McCarthy meets with Taiwan's president as China vows retaliation, and Chipotle sues Sweetgreen for trademark infringement over Chipotle’s chicken bowl.
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Fox 11 [ covID-19 News More - 67 (2]

LOS ANGELES L)

Excessive Heat Watch Maz Jobrani talks new special, "Back to School” podcast, and comedy without Trump

from TUE 10:00 AM PDT until FRI 9:00 PM PDT, Antelope Valley, Los Angeles County Mountains excluding the Santa Monica Range, Los Angel
Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County San Gabriel Valley, Riverside County Mountains, San Bernardino County Mountains, Santa Monica Mo
Recreational Area, Ventura County coastal valleys, Ventura County Mountains

Maz Jobrani, "Pandemic Warrior"

MAZ JOBRANI

Iranian-American Comedian Maz
Jobrani Dishes on Why Comedy
Transcends Political Barriers

- i ' Comedian Maz Jobrani joins NBCLX and pulls back curtain

s on his comedy special ‘Pandemic Warrior' which will air on
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@ @ CBSLosAngeles NEWS SPORTS BESTOF ]\Tr \""”{]\\

‘Those Clubs Gave Me Opportunities To Grow As A Comedian’: Sl ‘I ]'I 1€11 C( }" ert
Maz Jobrani On The Comedy Store & The Laugh Factory

TUESDAY NOV 3 11ET/8PT
JUVWTIME

AMZDM by BuzzFeed News
@AMZDM

Full Interview: @MazJobrani talks about staying busy
with his remote podcast “Back to School”, his

postponed tour, the government's response to COVID-
19, and how to keep us laughing under quarantine
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| POLIICAL COMEDY

MSNBC &
July 28 - &

Comedian Maz Jobrani joins Morming Joe 1o discuss performing comedy in the era of COVID-
19: "l got into comedy s 5k job, but now I'm sitting at a desk telling jckes
nta a cormputer. But some of i 3

MAZ JOBRANI ON THE COVID-19 CRISIS [ERltEl =® v
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Los Angeles

COMIC MAZ JOBRANI ON THE U.S. IMMIGHAI'IT EXPERIENCE @{NJ

viaz Jobranl Host, "Back to School with Maz Jobrani®

Maz Jobrani | Actor, "Jimmy Vestwood: Amerikan Hero"
RIGHT NOW  KANSASCITY C_ 77"  MINNEAPQUS | 73 SAINT LQUIS  {

NEW COMEDY mcm.es MIDDLE EAST PERCEPTIONS
M az Jobram _lor "Jimmy Vestwood: Amerikan Hero" S:51 AM F
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RADIO & PODCAST

THEWRAP

Cancel Gulture in Comedy;
How Far Is Too Far?

MAZ
JOBRANI

“Back to School with I
Maz Jobrani”

SKYE
.~ TOWNSEND

“A Black Lady
Sketch Show”

MATT
RIFE

Actor & Comedian

SUNI

REYES )
Actor & Comedian Qﬁ’&\usﬂl

SEDVEL "E/”
2
Writer, Director & 5

Producer G‘Jﬂgﬁ\"@’

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT,
SWIPE UP TO WATCH!
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RADIO & PODCAST

Back to School with Maz Jobrani Podcast

’ Ghests, Saints, and Mere with Paranormal Researt.

) Bl o o v

WHEEE TO USTEN

“Back te School with Maz Jobrani,” is the podeast a0 EDED
whiere professors, experls and successiul peop's

froem &l wizlks ol lile come in (o educale Maz on a
variaty of subjects while Maz and his tzam make the
lessonz funry. The show weas inspired by Maz's 10
year-old son who askad Maz a question that he didn't
have an answer for. Rather than turning to Google 1o
answer his son again, Maz decided 1t was time to

oring in the experts to help expand his knowledge
once and for all.

B oo Podcasts RS

Take Two ) @taketwo - Mar 18

Comedian @MazJobrani reflects on what he wants his kids to take away
from the Coronavirus outbreak.

SEASON 2: EPISODE #001

" L WA
had things like September 11th, and we'vels
had economic crashes, but you realize, youj

0:58 14K views , places like Syri

Maz Jobrani

ACTOR | COMEDIAN | PODCASTER
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MANAGER
Ray Moheet

Ray@MainstayEntertainment.com

AGENTS

Ryan Fereydouni
Ryan.Fereydouni@CAA.com
Matt Blake
Matt.Blake@CAA.com

Brett Loncar
Brett.Loncar@CAA.com

PUBLICIST
Kasey Kitchen

Kasey@MarguePublicRelations.com
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